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INDIAN RESOURCEFULNESS

However, the Indian bearers carried him to Mapumulo in splendid
style. All our resourcefulness was put to the test during the march. After
we had finished the most difficult part of our journey along a narrow and
steep pathway, the Japanese stretcher on which we were carrying the
patient, who was very bulky, gave way, fortunately without hurting him.
The railway stretcher, on which he was first carried, had already broken
under his weight. What were we to do? Luckily, we had skilled men
among us. We temporarily mended the railway stretcher, and took our
charge safely to Mapumulo, reaching there about 4 p.m., a distance pro-
bably of over 15 miles.

After a day's rest in Mapumulo, we returned, on the 13th, to Thring's
Post, only to retrace our steps on the 14th to a spot near Mapumulo, where
we are encamped for the present. With the capture of Messini and his
fellow-chief, the rebellion seems to be over, and we are now resting, ex-
pecting orders every day to be disbanded. Thus, since the 3rd day of July,
our Corps has accompanied all the important operations; and at the
end of them, the writer of these notes is able to confidently assert that the
little band is capable of performing any work that may be entrusted to
it, and that can be done by any other such Corps.

Indian Opinion, 28-7-1906

395. SPEECH AT RECEPTION TO AMBULANCE CORPS
The Natal Indian Congress gave a reception to the Indian Stretcher-Bearer
Corps which was disbanded on July 19, after six weeks at the front. Tributes
were paid to the work of the Corps, to which Gandhiji replied. The following is
an extract from a report of the proceedings.
DURBAN,
July 20, 1906
Thanking the organization on behalf of the Corps, Mr. Gandhi said
that what the Corps had done was only its duty. If the Indians really
wanted to show their appreciation of the work of the Corps, they should
try -through the Government to have a permanent Corps set up and
should also exert themselves to improve their physique in order to qualify
for admission. He said that if, for any reasons the traders could not enlist,
other educated Indians as well as the servants and clerks of traders could
easily do so. From experience gained during the fighting, he could
say that the whites treated the Indians very cordially, and distinctions
based on colour had ceased to exist. If a larger Indian Corps was
formed on a permanent footing, such fellow-feeling would increase, and
it was likely that in the process white prejudice against Indians might